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These Things Come Not Bact 
Contributed by RUTH TAYLOR 


THERE is an old proverb taken fron 
the Persian: “Four things come no 
back—the spoken word, the sped ar 
row, the past life and the neglecte 
opportunity.” 

“The spoken word.” It is not the fin 
things we have said that come back t 
us. What haunts us is the careles 
word, the critical speech, the uncon 
scious cruelty. The times we misunder. 
stood or misinterpreted our neighbor’ 
action, the hasty generalization, the ru. 
mor repeated as though it were fact 
the unkind gossip, are what we remem 
ber. If we are sincere in our endeavor 
to do right, these things plague us 
These are the words that hurt us. 

“The sped arrow.” This is the bar 
of unkindness that went straight to th 
heart of our neighbor, the wise-crac 
that stung, the indifference to ou 
brother’s needs, the cold withdrawz 
from the common life. The sharp tricl 
the self-interest we displayed, thi 
spurning of the outstretched hand, ar 
among the things that torment us. 

“The past life.” Not only do we reca 
those things that we did individuall 
but our national mistakes, for which w 
as citizens are responsible. We neg 
lected the developing of brotherly re 
lations between Americans of goa 
faith. We assumed an isolationist a? 
titude toward the problems of th 
world. We allowed the sores of oth 
nations to fester and flare up until th 
plague’ threatened us with its virus 
hatred. | 

“The neglected opportunity.” He» 
again we suffer from both our ind}} 
vidual and national errors—the frien: 
ships we did not make, the help to t 
downtrodden we did not give, the r 
sponsibility we shirked. We creat» 
out of the wilderness a great natic 
We founded a democracy—but he 
have we lived up to it? 
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Nemory and Sympathy 


For the length of recorded history, people have sensed a survival after death 
id recorded their convictions in forms of burial and in the marking of graves. 
ncient cults gave distinction to heroes and kings. The leveling of high and low, 
1d the token tribute to all which is paid at the grave of the Unknown Soldier 
gnify the greater wisdom which a higher type of culture has developed. 

Memorial Day, or Decoration Day, is a comparatively new designation. The 
rst was given a distinctive authority in 1868 when the late General Logan named 
for observance by the Grand Army of the Republic, a veterans’ association of 
hich he was the head. Decoration Day refers to the rite of putting flags on the 
‘aves of warriors and to the promptly adopted civilian custom of placing a tribute 
- flowers at the monuments marking the burial places of kinfolk. The wide- 
read acceptance of General Logan’s choice of a day testifies to the common 
asire of the common people to demonstrate their esteem and sympathy. 

The entire motivation of the attention indicated by the flags and flowers in 
.e nation’s burial places can be credited to the best impulses of human nature. 
either the pessimism that deems death the corroding conqueror of life nor the 
micism that ignores the values of past endeavors is justified. Nothing more 
rectly and unmistakably points to the divine origin of man than his faculties 
“memory and of sympathy. By memory-he brings the past into the present and 
us enjoys the stimulus of the labor and sacrifice of those of whom he is the 
sir. And sympathy dictates the sharing of the hopes and plans as well as the 
=hievements of those whose earthly journey is completed. 
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Party plank 

BotH Democrats and Republicans, 
when they start shopping around this 
summer for planks for their party plat- 
forms, may decide to adopt the state- 

ment on world 
peace published last 
October by Cath- 
olic, Jewish, and 
<y Protestant leaders. 

This surmise is 
___ made by the Chris- 

I \ tian Century, which 

says that so far 

Catholics are leading in the drive to 
nail these statements into the platforms. 

“Stranger things have happened in 
American politics than that such a 
church utterance should become the 
international program of both the 
parties in this critical year,” says the 
Century. 

Another rumor heard these days is 
that Governor Dewey, if elected pres- 
ident, would appoint John Foster Dulles 
as his secretary of state. Mr. Dulles, a 
notable student of international affairs, 
has led the Federal Council of Churches’ 
Commission on a Just and Durable 
Peace. 


Favorable decisions 

U.S. OFFICIALS made two adjustments 
of wartime rulings in favor of the pro- 
gram of the churches in recent weeks. 

Announcement was made on May 17 
that pre-theological students would be 
given draft exemption. This, decision 
was made after heads of twenty-three 
Protestant denominations united in a 
strong appeal to Selective Service. They 
wanted cancellation of the previous 
directive which on July 1 would have 
rounded up for the armed forces the 
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men now in colleges preparing to enter 
theological seminaries. 

The other decision was from WPB, 
allowing an extra quota of 348,250 
pounds of paper to the American Bible 
Society for printing Bibles. Most of 
these Bibles will be distributed through 
Army and Navy chaplains. 


Missions united 

Missions conducted in China by the 
Episcopal Church and by Anglican 
churches of England, Canada, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, and Ireland are 
all to be merged under one adminis- 
tration. 

In reality, the Anglican Church in 
China’ will largely manage its own af- 
fairs from this central headquarters, 
while continuing to receive help from 
twelve different missionary boards in 
six countries. 


Fairness to labor 

Ninety per cent of the American 
newspapers “ride along with the grow- 
ing agitation on the part of employers 
against labor,” said the Rev. Raymond 
A. McGowan at the recent meeting of 
the Catholic Press Association. 

“We are at the end of an epoch in 
history,” he said, “and are attempting, 
rightly or wrongly, to create a new civ- 
ilization. The main thing is to get busi- 
ness, labor unions, farmers, and organ- 


izations of professional bodies to work 


with government and to get govern- 
ment to work with them to end unem- 
ployment and poverty. 

“A large part of the secular press is 
against such co-operation. The Catholic 
press has the opportunity of counter- 
acting the main trend of the secular 
press.” 
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1 THE WORLD'S EVE 


Too Much stress should not be laid 
on Stalin’s friendliness to the Cath- 
ie Church in the person of Father 
rlemanski. His is a politically wise 
oproach to the troublesome problem 
f Poland, which is a strongly Catholic 
suntry. The same reason operates in 
1e happier conditions allowed to the 
rthodox Church in Russia. Stalin is 
o more formally religious now than he 
vas when, as a youth, he abandoned his 
reparation for the priesthood. Reli- 
ion, however, is a growing dynamic in 
he life of the Russian people at war. 


A Controversy over chaplains has 
isen in Canada. The United Church 
Jbserver through its editor, is object- 
ng to the principle on which chaplains 
re appointed to the Army and Air 
“orces of the Dominion. From the be- 
sinning of this war Catholic chaplains 
have been appointed on a ratio of one 
chaplain to 500 Catholic soldiers, while 
Protestant chaplains have been limited 
to one chaplain to 1,000 Protestant sol- 
diers. The editor has kept quiet here- 
tofore because he did not want to seem 
bigoted, but now he feels the public 
should learn of the discrimination. As 
a matter of fact, the editor should have 
spoken sooner for justice’s sake. This 
rule, says the Observer, “does not ob- 
tain in any other country.” That may 
be true; but in our own country at the 
present time we have come face to face 
with another discrimination through the 
cancellation of deferment for Protestant 
theological students still in college 
classes, a condition from which Cath- 
olic students for the priesthood, still in 
collegiate training, are free. By the 
way, the Canadian Protestant chaplains 
must be considered twice as capable as 
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their Catholic compeers, to be entrusted 
with twice as much responsibility. 


Rats Have been getting into the news 
lately. Hitler’s personal organ, Voelk- 
ischer Beobachter, recently took note 
of the large rat population of Greater 
Germany, setting their number at 
80,000,000, which is a near approach to 
the human population. Britain has been 
generous in food subsidies for its cat 


‘population, as a protective measure 


against the rising rat population caused 
by the conditions of war; but the con- 
tinued rat increase necessitated sterner 
measures. Recently a poison campaign 
was begun against the rodents that in- 
fest the 3,000 miles of sewer running 
underneath the twenty-eight boroughs 
of London. As a result of two different 
attempts the authorities disposed of 
more than 1,000,000 rats. The success 
of the methods used is encouraging 
other communities to stage campaigns 
of their own. Britain acknowledges a 


population of 60,000,000 black and 


brown rats, and they are not easily 
discouraged. 


The Belgians must be sure that dawn 
is just below the horizon. Following the 
advice of their government-in-exile, 
the people are demanding in their deal- 
ings with the occupying forces that all 
demands, requisitions and orders be put 
into writing. Any demand for money, 
any orders for deportation, are opposed 
until a signed document is handed over, 
and that comes nowadays with increas- 
ing reluctance. The authorities, and es- 
pecially their underlings, are anticipat- 
ing the near approach of the day when 
such documents will reappear as evi- 
dences of “war crimes.” 


EDITORS AND WRITERS of the Christian Growth Series 


By EARL S. RUDISILL 


MEET the editorial committee of the Christian Growth Series, our new graded 
Sunday school lessons, and the writers of the teachers’ guides and study books — 
for the first quarter. The editorial committee is made up of representatives from ~ 
each of the co-operating church bodies—the American Lutheran Church, the — 
Augustana Synod, and the United Lutheran Church in America. one writers 
through the years will also come from all three groups. 


The Rev. Theo- 
dore K. Finck, 
Litt.D., is chair- 
man of the com- 
mittee of editors. 
Since 1938 he has 
been an editor of 
the Parish and 
Church School 
Board of the 
United Lutheran 
Church. Dr. Finck 
is a graduate of 
Muhlenberg Col- 
lege and the 
Philadelphia Seminary, and studied at 
the University of Pennsylvania. Re- 
cently he received the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Letters from his alma 
mater. Dr. Finck’s family consists of 
his wife, a son, and a daughter. He has 
served congregations in Pennsylvania 
and Florida. He is author of a textbook 
entitled Worship. 
He edited The 
Lesson Commen- 
tary for 1944, The 
Children of the 
Church Series, and 
The Christian 
Youth Series. and 
has written nu- 
merous ._ articles. 
He has served as 
president of the 
Florida Synod and 
has taught in lead- 
ership schools in 
various sections of the Church. 

The Rev. J. Vincent Nordgren, B.D., 
A.M., a member of the editorial com- 
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Dr. T. K. Finck 


Rey. J. V. Nordgren 


mittee, is executive director of parish 
education in the Augustana Synod. He 
is a graduate of Augustana College and 
Theological Seminary. He received the 
degree of Master of Arts from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. Pastor Nordgren 
served inthe 
Navy in 1918-19, 
was principal of 
the North Star 
Academy fora 
short time, and 
has held pastor- 
ates in Illinois and 
Wisconsin. He was 
secretary of the 
General Board of 
Education of the 
Augustana Synod, 
1929-1932, and ed- 
itor of The Word 
of Life Series of church school lessons. 
He still edits The Church School 
Teacher, and other publications for his 
Church. 

The Rev. C. E. Linder, B.D., editor- 
in-chief of church school literature in 
the American Lutheran Church since 
1939 and member of the editorial com- 
mittee of the Christian Growth Series, 
is a graduate of Capital University and 
Theological Seminary. He has served 
pastorates in California and Ohio. He 
was a member of the Board of Parish 
Education of the American Lutheran 
Church 1936-1942, and is now a mem- 
ber of the Ohio District Home Mission 
Committee and the Ohio Regional 
Council of the Commission of American 
Missions of the National Lutheran 
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Rey. C. E. Linder 


puncil. Pastor 

inder has four 

iildren. 

Mabel Elsie 

ocker, EdM., 

R.E., author of 
atriarchs and 
eaders, the first 
uarter of junior 
sssons, is assistant 
ditor of the Par- 
sh and Church 
school Board of 
he United Lu- 
heran Church. She is a graduate of 
Tennant College of Christian Education 
snd attended Columbia School of Musie. 
She pursued graduate work at Boston 
University and Temple University. Miss 
Locker is author of the junior units of 
The Christian Life Course and of The 
Children of the Church Series and edits 
the children’s work section of The Par- 
ish School. She is a co-author of Hu- 
man Nature, and writer of important 
lesson helps. She is a member of sev- 
eral important committees, both Lu- 
theran and interdenominational, and 
has taught in Temple University and 
numerous leadership schools. 

Marion Poppen Athy, author of the 
first quarter’s primary lessons, is a 
graduate of Ohio State University and 
_ the Morrey School 

of Music. She has 
served as author 
or editor of such 
educational publi- 
cations as In the 
Nursery, Vacation 
Days with Jesus, 
Heroes of the Old 
Testament, Stories 
for Children, The 
Story Chest, 
Friends of Jesus, 
At the Fireside, 
A Child’s New 
Testament Bible Stories, Story Time, 
The Heavenly Father's Children, The 
Heavenly Father’s Little Ones, Bible 


Miss M. E. (ocker 


Mrs. C. R. Athy 
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Ways for Primary Days, Little Gessone® 
for Beginners, Children of Our Heav- | 
enly Father, Our Heavenly Father's 
Guide Book, and What Our Lord Jesus 
Wants of Us. Mrs. Athy has one 
daughter. 

The Rev. Donald F. Irvin, author of 
the first two intermediate units of the 
Christian Growth Series, is a graduate 
of Thiel College and the Philadelphia 
Seminary. He received the Master of 
Arts degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania. He is co-author of Fling 
Out the Banner. Since 1932 he has 
been pastor of the Church of Our Sav- 
iour, Haddonfield, N. J. He is chairman 
of the Christian Education Committee 
of the New Jersey Conference and a 
member of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation of the Min- 
isterium of Penn- 
sylvania. Pastor 
and Mrs. Irvin 
have three chil- 
dren. 

The Sunday 
church schools of 
the United Lu- 
theran Church 
will begin using 
the primary, 
junior, and inter- 
mediate courses 
of the Christian 
Growth Series on October 1, 1944. Con- 
ferences of leaders are being held all 
over the United Lutheran Church in 
preparation for the use of the Series. 

The first quarters of the Series are 
coming from the press now. They are 
attractive in design and illustration. All 
covers are of heavy paper printed in 
two colors. Each department has a dif- 
ferent design and a special color. The 
Study Books for the pupils average one 
page of illustrative material for every 
four pages of copy. Art work is in two 
colors. In addition there are two four- 
color pages in each quarter. The leaf- 
lets of the primary department carry a 
large four-color picture each week. 
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Activities Merit Distinction 
Michigan Synod's Convention Spiritually Sensitive; Yéar's Work Outstanding 
Reported by WILLIAM S. AVERY, Detroit 


TOWERING over all other events at the 
twenty-fourth annual convention of the 
Michigan Synod, May 15-17, was the 
ordination to the gospel ministry of the 
Rev. Roderick Anderson, spiritual son 
of the host congregation, Trinity Lu- 
theran Church, Grand Rapids. Ordina- 
tions are always deeply significant and 
impressive, but this was unusually so. 
Unlike larger synods with ordination 
services for several candidates at every 
convention, this was the first ordination 
at a synodical convention of the Mich- 
igan Synod since the Rev. Carveth Mit- 
chell was ordained in 1937. The churchly 
appointments of the sanctuary, the large 
congregation, the singing of the massed 
Choral Union and the vibrant tones of 
the organ added to the inspiration of 
the service. ‘Ministers, Ambassadors 
of Christ,’ was the sermon subject of 
the ordinand’s pastor, R. J. White, D.D. 
Other pastors received into synod were 
the Revs. H. A. Berner, A. E. Wulf, 
and C. A. Jacobi. They are the new 
pastors respectively of Ascension, 
Pontiac; Trinity; Kalamazoo; and St. 
Paul’s, Detroit. 

But the ordination was not the only 
inspirational service. The Rev. W. I. 
Hackenberg, acting president, delivered 
two challenging sermons at the opening 
Service of Holy Communion and a spe- 
cial synodical service on Tuesday 
morning. His messages complemented 
the series of sermons by the Rev. Wil- 
liam Eckert on “The Work of the Holy 
Spirit.” ‘ 


Dr. Foelsch's Messages 


Synod was also fortunate in its other 
main speaker, the Rev. Charles B. 
Foelsch, Ph.D., president of Chicago 
Lutheran Seminary and representative 
of the United Lutheran Church in 
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America. He not only won the hearts 
of the delegates in the time allotted 
him on the floor of synod, but in the 
unselfish way he gave of his time and 
energy in personal and group confer- 
ences at all hours. 

Among other resolutions passed was 
a memorial to the United Lutheran 
Church on the subject of pensions. In 
effect, it declared that it was the mind 
of this synod that contributions from 
congregations in the proposed pension 
plan should be socialized. It was the 
feeling that if this were done, opposi- 
tion to the new plan would soon en- — 
tirely disappear. The new constitution — 
as amended at last year’s convention — 
was passed without a dissenting vote, 
and appropriate by-laws were also 
adopted. : 

Two financial items reflected not only 
the upsurge in income, but the increase 
of stewardship consciousness in the 
synod. The Rev. L. F. Gunderman, 
statistician, reported that synod had 
paid its last year’s apportionment 104.3 
per cent. And the Rev. C. M. Alex- 
ander, director of Lutheran World © 
Action for the synod, reported that with 
six congregations still to be heard 
from, the synod had already exceeded 
its 1944 quota. 


New Mission Promising 

For the’ second time within three 
years, the Home Missions Committee 
was able to report the beginning of a 
new mission. Although it is not of- 
ficially organized as yet, a new mission 
is being established in the northeast 
section of Detroit. Future prospects 
seem so bright that the Rev. Roderick 
Anderson, just ordained, was called by 
the Board of American Missions to 
work in that specific field. 
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Elections produced the following re- 
sults: President, the Rev. P. W. Dieck- 
man, Holy Communion, Detroit; vice- 
president, the Rev. W. I. Hackenberg, 
Christ, Detroit; secretary, the Rev. 
A. C. Larsen, Redeemer, Lansing; treas- 
urer, Mr. C. E. Carlson, Trinity, Kala- 
mazoo; and statistician, the Rev. L. F. 
Gunderman, Holy Trinity, Flint. The 
following were elected delegates to the 
United Lutheran Church convention: 
Lay—Mr. S. E. Noton, Olivet, Detroit; 
Mr. C. E. Carlson; Mr. H. Vannatter, 
Holy Communion, Detroit. Clerical— 
the Rev. P. W. Dieckman; the Rev. 
C. F. Stickles, Reformation, Detroit; 
and the Rev. W. I. Hackenberg. 


Brotherhood Convention 

On the Sunday preceding synod, the 
annual convention of the Michigan 
Synod Brotherhood was held in Olivet 
Lutheran Church, Detroit, the Rev. 
V. E. Kotter pastor. Mr. S. E. Noton, 
president, and faithful worker in the 
host congregation, presided at the ses- 
sions. It is reported that attendance at 
the meeting was better than ever be- 
fore. The Rev. Homer Berner, pastor 
of Ascension Church, Pontiac, ad- 
dressed the men on the theme, “The 
Brotherhood Gets Down to Business.” 


Members of the Synod of 


California and of the synodical Women's Missionary Society, , 


New officers elected were: President, 
Mr. J. J. Paetznick, Immanuel Church, 
Jackson; vice-president, Mr. J. Gerst- 
ler, Holy Trinity Church, Ann Arbor; 
secretary, Mr. R. Warren, Holy Trinity 
Church, Ann Arbor; treasurer, Mr. W. 
Grass, Luther Memorial, Detroit; and 
statistician, Mr. D. Sutton, Holy Com- 
munion Church, Detroit. 


Lasting Peace 
By R. M. SAUBERZWEIG 


You cry for peace on every day, 

You weep, entreat the Lord and pray: 
“Qh God, the bloody war let cease, 
And to the suffering world give peace!” 


Yet darker still the night does grow, 
And heavier the awful woe 

That weighs upon the human race, 
Upon each nation, city, place. 


No lasting peace the world will see 
As long as sin in man will be, 

As long as selfish mind and heart 
Keep man from man and God apart. ~ 


True peace this world will never gain 

Before the love of Christ does reign, 

And every nation bends its knee 

With deep submission, Lord, to Thee. 
Otoe, Nebr. 


which met in St. Mark's Church, San Francisco, May 1-4 
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The Synod’s Cash Balance 


GEORGE L. RINKLIFF, Ohio's Treasurer, Suggests Safe Arrangement 


One of the more difficult problems in 
the making of a synodical budget is 
how to provide in proper measure for 
the overhead expenses of the synodical 
activities. Here it is necessary to deal 
to some extent with unpredictables. 
While it is possible in some measure to 
base an estimate of future needs upon 
experience of the past, that same expe- 
rience will prove that unexpected de- 
mands do arise, and that often they are 
unavoidably imperative. 

All synods seem to encounter this 
problem. It is a good example of the 
two-hornedness of a dilemma. Provid- 
ing too liberally for such contingencies 
can have dangers, one of which is tak- 
ing money from other causes included 
in the synodical budget merely to create 
a balance of idle cash in what many 
synods call their synodical treasury. 
That does not square with sound ideas 
of fairness. The other horn of the 
dilemma is the danger of a deficit in 
the synod’s operating funds, through 
failing to provide enough for overhead 
and unforeseen expenses. The prospect 
of a deficit can be a strong argument 
against what might otherwise be done 
readily in the face of an emergency. 

In the twenty-three years of its his- 
tory, the Synod of Ohio has had at times 
almost unwieldy balances in its syn- 
odical treasury, and also a full decade 
of deficits. Deficits were a handicap— 
often the unanswerable argument for 
skimping in dealing with emergency 
needs. : 

How much for synodical overhead is 
enough, without being too much? The 
answer would seem to be: Whatever 
provides properly for the needs of a 
year, and leaves a reasonably adequate 
balance at the close of the year. 

Accepting that premise, the Synod of 
Ohio seems to have found a workable 
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answer to the problem. The first point 
to be determined was the maximum 
amount of balance the synodical treas- 
ury should have at the close of a year. 
Experience showed that $3,000 was 
ample. In the face of continuing defi- 
cits, the first step toward providing 
such a balance was to give the synodical 
treasury a larger share in budget re- 
ceipts. But there had to be guarantees 
here—something to prevent the balance 
so accumulated from overgrowth. 


Return on Budget 

That guarantee was given in a stand- 
ing resolution directing the Treasurer 
of synod to turn over to budget or ap- 
portionment receipts, at the beginning 
of each synodical fiscal year, all of the 
unencumbered synodical treasury bal- 
ance in excess of $3,000, with which 
that year began. In 1943, the process 
proved its value. Aften ten years of 
deficits, the synodical treasury closed 
the year with its balance of $3,000, and 
a surplus of $686. That surplus went 
back into budget receipts, just as 
though it were apportionment remitted 
by congregations. 

The method offers a rather simple 
formula for determining how much of 
the annual budget of a synod should be 
set aside for overhead expenses. When 
not enough of an end-of-the-year bal- 
ance is being maintained, the share of 
the synodical treasury in the budget of 
the synod should be increased. When 
there is an end-of-the-year surplus, the 
time is at hand for reduction. 

Besides, the plan is an incentive to 
wholesome economy. It presents a chal- 
lenge to those managing a synod’s over- 
head -expenses, to save when possible 
and consistent, as a means of making 
a contribution to the whole work of the 
whole church. 
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The Text for the Week 


“Ye must be born again” 


Tue greatest fact about the revela- 
tion which we have from Jesus Christ 
is God’s provision for what is new 
among what is old. This provision has 
no parallel because it is our creator’s 
action. Nor is there an explanation. 
Rebirth is no more capable of explana- 
tion than is birth. In each there is the 
insoluble -mystery which attaches to 
life. 

But the regeneration of which Jesus 
spoke to Nicodemus as they met under 
the stars in Palestine could occur, can 
occur, and does occur in the midst of 
what is of the earth. That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh and that which is 
born of the spirit is spirit. Yet the na- 
ture of that soul with which the human 
being is endowed is such as to permit 
the restoration of communion with its 
Maker. In the light shed upon us by 
our Saviour in the midst of us; by the 
power of God unto salvation which He 
has freely given us; and by the con- 
tinuous nourishment of the new life 
which His grace makes available to 
those regenerated, they have that spir- 
itual growth into greater and greater 
holiness, which the Church’s teachers 
call sanctification. 


"Communion of Saints" 

Not only does this new life flourish 
in the individual so that he dares to call 
himself a new creature, but there is the 
company of the twice-born. That fel- 
lowship of believers to which Jesus 
gave the name, the Kingdom of God, 
has also the marvelous quality of being 
new without requiring the destruction 
of what is old. Thus there is resem- 
blance to the relationship of the soul of 
man which results from his regenera- 
tion. For just as the new man is born 
in but not of the flesh, so this Kingdom 
of God is in the midst of the world, 
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but not of it. Judas could not sell Jesus 
to the Sanhedrin for silver, Pilate could 
not achieve innocence by washing his 
hands, jailers could not block the 
spread of the gospel by imprisoning its 
messengers. That which is of the spirit ° 
can be independent of that which is of 
the flesh. 

A frequent error in thinking of the 
provisions for the eternal regime which 
Jesus established “in the midst” of us 
begins with neglect of what He provides 
in order that His kingdom may be es- 
tablished and extended. We are prone 
to look for human achievement instead 
of seeking evidences that the “power of 
God unto salvation” has been pro- 
claimed, and by many accepted. 

A parallel mistake is the assumption 
that though unbelief persists in many, 
their deeds are without effect. We fight 
a “war to end war” when that on which 
we must depend for peace is a sinless 
humanity. 

Great is the mystery of godliness. 


Let Us Pray 

O Lord God Almighty, Eternal, Im- 
mortal, Invisible, the mysteries of 
Whose Being are unsearchable: Accept, 
we beseech Thee, our praises for the- 
revelation which Thou hast made of 
Thyself, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Three Persons, and One God; and 
mercifully grant, that ever holding fast 
this faith, we may magnify Thy glorious 
Name; Who livest and reignest, God, 
blessed now and evermore. Amen. 


AT FAMILY WORSHIP 


Read—John 3: 16-21 
Acts 3: 1-11 
Acts 4: 1-12 
Romans 1: 16-24 
I Corinthians 13: 1-13 
I Thessalonians 5: 1-10 


MUSINGS OF . A 


MINISTER’S 


Memorial Day—Civil War at the Lathrop Home 


Our breakfast table conversation had 
been quite harmonious until Joan an- 
nounced that Phyllis would be coming 
over soon to go to the parade. A harm- 
less enough statement, I thought. 
Phyllis is a cute child. A bit of an ex- 
trovert, to be sure, but a welcome re- 
lief for the primping and posing of 
Joan’s last boon companion. 

It was when I sensed Mark’s sudden 
tension that I realized there was more 
here than met the eye. 

“Oh, yes?” he said, with careful re- 
straint. “So you’re not going with me, 
after all?” 

“Sure, I am. But Phyllis is coming 
along.” 

“And that, my dear sister, is your 
mistake! When you asked me if you 
could come along with Tommy and me 
and see where the Boy Scouts formed 
their lines, I told you—I quite distinctly 
told you—‘Yes, but no other girls tag- 
ging along.” 

“But, Mark, I couldn’t hurt Phyllis’ 
feelings. When I told her I was going 
to watch the Boy Scouts fall in and she 
asked could she go along, I couldn’t be 
rude; could I, Mother? I couldn’t say, 
my brother’s so mean he doesn’t want 
my friends around; could I, Daddy?” 

Joan looked imploringly at her father. 
He usually is a friend in need. But 
this time he nodded to me to take it up 
from there. I gave him a look that said, 
“Just like a man!” and took a deep 
breath. One of the hardest things about 
this business of being a parent is always 
having to settle disputes when you can 
see both sides of the question so well. 
Quite naturally, Joan wants to be 
friendly and include her friends in any- 
thing that looks like a good time. And 
just as naturally Mark has reached the 
stage in his development where he is 


12 


WIFE 
antagonistic to girls. Give Joan a few 
more years and she will be just as — 
much “off of” boys. 
I took a deep breath and plunged in. 
“The really nice thing, Joan, since Mark 
told you he didn’t want any other girls, 
would have been not to mention to 
Phyllis that you were going with Mark. 
Then she couldn’t have asked to go 
along.” 

Mark looked so smug that I was glad 
when Joan sprang to her own defense. 
“T didn’t just tell her! She asked me to 
go with her, and I had to tell her I was 
going with Mark. What else could I 
say?” 

“Nothing,” I admitted. “The only 
thing was for you to tell her quite 
frankly and pleasantly that Mark was 
letting you go, but he didn’t want other 
girls. Then Phyllis would have planned 
to go with someone else.” 

Joan shook her head. “You don’t © 
know Phyllis. She’d have made a big 
fight about it.” 

“Then,” put in Mark, “she’s still go- 
ing to make a big fight. She is not go- 
ing with me, and that’s that!” 

“Oh, Mark, don’t be so mean! Why 
is he so mean, Daddy? Were you mean 
like that when you were a boy?” i 

“J don’t remember,” grinned Jerry, — 
in a way that we all knew meant that 
he remembered very well. Then he © 
grew serious. “Don’t you think, Mark, 
that you are carrying this a bit far?” 

“No, I don’t. I told Joan she should 
come because she’s my sister, and for 
weeks everyone has been ding-donging 
about Christian families should be nice — 
to each other. So I’m nice to her. And — 
is she nice to me? Does she stick to — 
the rules I make? She does not! But 
the rule still stands. She can go with 
me, or she can go with her ‘little friend,’ — 
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but she can’t do both. I hope that’s 
clear.” 

“All right, Joan,” 
seems clear to me.” 

“But Phyllis will be mad!” Joan’s lip 
began to quiver. 

“Now,” said Mark, “she will turn on 
the tears and hope her cruel parent will 
relent. Girls!” 

I turned to glare at him, fully expect- 
ing Joan to start to weep in earnest. 
Instead she started to laugh. 

“All right, Mr. Smarty, see if we 
care. Go ahead to your old parade and 
we'll go by ourselves.” 

“Good for you,” smiled Jerry. 
one can make a cry-baby of you.” 

Mark had his own way, but he didn’t 
look very much pleased about it. Jerry 
caught my eye, and I knew he had 
noticed the same thing. We smiled at 
each other; it wasn’t the first time we 
had noticed that the one who wins a 
family argument often loses the thrill 
of victory. 
| “Pll have Bremer piece of toast and 

some of that jam, please, Mother.” A 
boy’s best friend is his stomach, when 
all’s said and done. 

Breakfast finished, the youngsters 
flew through their morning tasks. 
Dishes and beds were cared for with 
lightning rapidity. I was at my desk 
hunting for that recipe for a moulded 
vegetable salad I wanted to try, when 
they appeared, spick and span for the 
parade. I heard the sound of Phyllis’ 
bicycle on the walk under my window. 
Mark must have heard it too. 

“You girls can’t come with me; but 
if you want to come together, there’s no 
reason why you can’t watch us form 
our lines, if you want to.” Then he 
added, to save his face, “Just so you 
don’t hang around me.” 

“O. K.,” exclaimed Joan, all smiles at 
his regal condescension. “We won't.” 

Just then Tommy arrived and I 
watched the four children start off, the 
girls trailing at a respectful distance. 

I was still thinking about the proces- 
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said Jerry, “that 
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sion and smiling to myself, when Jerry 
appeared, hat in hand. : 

“Well, forevermore! Am I the only 
member of the family not going to the 
parade? Why didn’t you tell me you 
were going? Or don’t you want any 
females trailing after you, either?” 

“Td be charmed to have you go. I 
just didn’t think parades were your 
style of entertainment. I have to sit on 
the- reviewing platform and have the 
invocation when they all gather in front 
of the town hall. I feel rather silly, but 
all the other ministers in town have 
taken their turn. I thought I’d better 
accept. Want to go along?” 

“T only wanted to be invited. I have 
too much to do right here, if we’re to 
go on that picnic with the Luther 
League tonight.” 

“You would mention the League, just 
when I was feeling peaceful! Wouldn’t 
you think that in a congregation the 
size of ours, I could find someone to 
help with those youngsters?” 


Their Work Is Done 
By SARA ROBERTA GETTY 


THEIR work is done: these boys who lie 

In rough-formed graves ’neath alien 
“sky, 

A tragic end to life’s brief span 

That marked swift Snenee from boy to 
man, 

Since that last Eton fond good-by. 


*Twas not for them to question why. 

Came taps; they went with courage 
high; 

Farewell each hope, ambition, plan— 

Their work is done. 


We ask ourselves: why should they 
die? 

Our tortured hearts find one reply: 

Their dreams are ended; yet we can 

Keep faith; take up their fight again. 

To serve in their stead we must try— 

Their work is done. 


Somerset, Pa. 


Lleres4 the Dosh 


ALTERED DIMENSIONS 


A Ggoop many allusions: and com- 
parisons have engaged the attention of 
the editor and his staff since obedience 
to rationing the paper needed for pub- 
lishing THe LuTHERAN became para- 
mount. It will be remembered that for 
the issues of March 22 and 29 the 
easier way of compliance was chosen: 
half the usual weight was attained by 
omitting half the pages. Those were 
“sixteen-page” numbers. To us, and we 
suspect to our readers, they were thin 
to the appearance of emaciation. 

We know only one alternative to that 
treatment: it is the arrangement in this 
number, where the “stylish stout” is 
preferred to the dieted thin. The usual 
number of pages brings to our readers 
the usual classification of contents and 
the usual efforts to maintain quality. 
We realize that the smaller size will be 
as noticeable as the proverbial sore 
thumb, when first seen; but we hope a 
perception of our objectives will earn 
us the approval of our readers. 

Some years ago a member of the 
Committee on Church Papers proposed 
adoption of the size now before you. 
Said he, “I would*like my church paper 
to be of pocket-size dimensions. I 
would thereby find it convenient for 
reading and sharing with others.” 

We once more remind our readers 
that a reduction to half weight for 
twenty issues in 1944 is not of our 
choosing. We are obeying orders. But 
in our obedience there is that element 
of willingness which springs from the 
knowledge of the emergency through 
which our nation is passing. 


DEFERMENT REGULATIONS REVISED 
WuereE the local draft boards shall 
classify persons who plan to become 
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ministers of the churches of the United ~ 


States has long been a subject of dis- 
cussion between church men and the 
executives of the Selective Service sys- 
tem. Deferment of priests, rabbis, and 


ministers was allowed when the draft | 
was authorized in 1940. Also placed in | 


Class D- were men in preparation for 
the ministry who had entered the- — 
ological seminaries, or who as seniors or 
juniors in colleges could be certified by — 
their denominational authorities as 
having chosen the ministry and known 
to be in training for ordination. 
Within the period since the Selective 
Training and Service Act of 1940 (Sep- 
tember 16) was approved, the govern- 


ment has advised the acceleration of © 


curriculums, so that, students were 
graduated in a shortened number of 
months. Vacations were reduced, and 
three terms of sixteen weeks each were ~ 
established to replace two semesters. 

Recently the authorities of the Se- 
lective Service Commission announced 
over the signature of Lewis B. Hershey, — 


director, that theological students must || 


be under the direct oversight of the- — 
ological schools while in college in or- — 
der to have the Class IV-D enrollment. — 
It has not been the custom of most 
Protestant denominations to have such 
an arrangement unless, and until, young 
men were selected and financially aided. 
Such “beneficiary aid” did not usually 
begin until men were in their sopho- 
more or junior years at college, and no © 
contractual relationship to a theological — 
school was deemed necessary. (In the © 
Roman Catholic system of parochial — 
schools, selection of the priesthood by ~ 
students at the high school age was pos- 
sible.) The military draft age is eight- 
een. When the order was issued to — 
local draft boards that after July 1, 


The Lutheran 


1944, only young men definitely cer- 
tified as under training for the min- 
istry could be deferred, the Protestant 
Church realized the danger to main- 
tenance of an adequate ministry when 
its young men were subject to induc- 
tion into the nation’s armed services at 
that age. It was also observed that dis- 
crimination against Protestant denom- 
inations was involved. 

Widespread protests were sent to 
Washington from church leaders, church 
bodies, from the Association of Liberal 
Arts Colleges, and from the Federal 
Council of Churches. Also effective 
were the letters to Congressmen from 
their constituents. In response to this 
expression of dissent, Director Hershey, 
under date of May 13, issued an 
“amendment of the order to local draft 
boards under date of October 14, 1943.” 

The subject of this recent regulation 
is “Students Preparing for the Min- 
istry.” Under Number One of six para- 
graphs the Memorandum declares that 
eligibility to Class IV-D applies to a 
student preparing for the ministry in a 
theological or divinity school which has 
been recognized as such for more than 
a year prior to September 16, 1940; or 
who, having been accepted, is pursuing 
an accelerated course (that is, one that 
can be completed in two years), and 
“who has been formally accepted as a 
candidate for the ministry by the high- 
est authority governing ordination of a 
recognized church, religious sect, or re- 
ligious organization.” 

Paragraph 2 decrees that the course 
of study may be carried on in the the- 
ological or divinity school or in another 
institution (italics ours). When carried 
on in another institution, the student’s 
course of study must be under the gen- 
eral direction of the theological or 
divinity school in which he has been 
accepted. 

Paragraph 4 reads: 


“4 Students who have been accepted 
for admittance in theological or divinity 
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schools—information required.—In the case 
of a registrant who claims to be a student 
preparing for the ministry who has been 
accepted for admittance in a recognized 
theological or divinity school and who is 
pursuing under the direction of such the- 
ological or divinity school a specific, full- 
time accelerated course of study required 
by the theological or divinity school, the 
local board shall require the following in- 
formation: p 

“(a) A statement of the registrant that 
he is preparing for and intends to enter 
into the ministry of a recognized church, 
religious sect, or religious organization. 

“(b) A statement of the highest au-~ 
thority governing ordination of a recog- 
nized church, religious sect, or religious 
organization that it is in need of ministers 
of religion and that the registrant has been 
formally accepted as a candidate for the 
ministry. 

“A statement of a recognized theological 
or divinity school that the registrant has 
been accepted for admittance to such the- 
ological or divinity school and that he is 
pursuing under the general direction of 
such theological or divinity school on a 
full-time and accelerated basis a_ specific 
course of study required by the theological 
or divinity school. The statement shall 
show the course of study in detail.” 


Paragraph 6 states that the Director 
of Selective Service has predetermined 
that certain theological or divinity 
schools were recognized as such for 
more than one year prior to September 
16, 1940. A list of those recognized has 
been transmitted to all State Directors 
of Selective Service. 

It can be announced that the U. L. 
C. A. has accepted this regulation: the 
declarations of the government’s agen- 
cies, where possible, are received as 
part of the duties which institutions 
should perform at a time of crisis. Given 
time for the mechanical adjustments, 
youths in junior colleges can be cer- 
tified as preparing for our ministry, the 
proper pre-theological instruction can 
be given and the “emergency condi- 
tion” through which we are passing 
thus recognized. (To be concluded) 
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LESSON 


IN BEHALE OF A SLAVE 


Ky Nathan FR. Melhorn 


The Servant of God Pleads for Onesimus, a Bondman 


Adult Sunday School Classes on June |! Will Read Paul's Letter to Philemon 


Just to keep “on the beam,” readers of 
this page are reminded that we are fol- 
lowing the career of St. Paul, by means 
of Luke’s narrative in the Acts of the 
Apostles and by excerpts from letters the 
Apostle wrote to congregations and indi- 
viduals. This one-chapter, single-purpose 
book of Philemon supplies the story for 
the eleventh out of twelve portions of the 
New Testament under the general heading, 
“Life and Letters of Paul.” A study of the 
series has revealed fascinating phases of 
the initial contacts of the Gospel with the 
Gentiles. 


A Composite of Circumstances 


None of the letters of Paul found in our 
New Testament lacks evidence of contacts 
with persons. The Apostle’s writings do 
not show great interest in mere abstrac- 
tions—either doctrinal or  ethical—al- 
though he had studied with Gamaliel. 
Still less did he draw on the revelations 
of the Spirit in order to deal with spec- 
ulative assertions. His purposes were to 
inform, confirm, correct and direct those 
whom he knew either because he had 
brought them to faith or of whom he had 
reports from those he knew. There were 
no telephones or telegrams on which he 
could depend, but people moved about and 
exchanged news “even as do you and I.” 
And one must admit that person-to-person 
news may move slowly, but it has a way 
of arriving. 

But none of his epistles has a more hu- 
manly sympathetic attitude toward mis- 
fortune than this Epistle to Philemon. 
From allusions, one concludes that Onesi- 
mus had stolen from Philemon, his mas- 
ter; had fled to Rome where Paul was im- 
prisoned; had .been converted by the 
Apostle and been given this letter to his 
former owner, with a personal request 
from the apostle. It is evident that Paul 
knew Philemon personally. It is not un- 
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likely that this previous acquaintance with 
the man whose slave came to him became 
one of the bases of friendly understanding, 
so that Onesimus concealed none of his 
evil deeds from the sympathetic, newly- 
met friend in Rome. 


Persons Involved 


It would be a grave mistake to inter- 
pret this letter to Philemon as a document 
dealing with class conflicts. It is not di- 
rectly anti- nor pro-slavery. It testifies 
to Paul’s unselfish interest in a convert and 
expectation that another, a fellow be- 
liever, will share in responsibility. Paul 
assumed that the new status which his 
former slave had acquired by becoming a 
believer in Jesus Christ need not be af- 
fected one way or another by the economic 
situations of either. Paul himself acknowl- 
edged a Master by using for himself the 
Greek word for slave. 

To one implication attention may be 
called. Paul declared his joy in observing 
that one whom he had introduced to Jesus 
Christ was gaining love by ministering to 
others. His argument is easily discerned. 
He had introduced Philemon and others 
into a circle that was engaged in good 
acts and cordial co-operation. Their 
deeds were an inspiration to him, Such a 
harvest from an earlier sowing is possible 
in the service of God. No joy exceeds that 
felt when one observes helpful influences 
flowing from a life in whose consecration 
to worthy purposes we have had a share. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
June 5-11 
M. Greetings to Fellow Workers. Philemon 1-3. 
T. Recognition of a Friend’s Service. Phile- 
mon 4-7. 

W. A Plea for Magnanimity. Philemon 8-22. 
Th. Two Brothers Reconciled. Genesis 33: 1-17. 
F. Joseph Forgives His Brothers. Genesis 45: 


Sat. Jonathan Pleads for His Friend. I Samuel 


20: 27-33. 
S. “Forgiving Each Other.” Ephesians 4:31. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLUL 


Our Church in America—Habakkuk 2: 14 


No Church has better right to the name 
American than our Lutheran Church. Lu- 
therans were here among the first settlers. 
There were enough of them among the 
Dutch in New Amsterdam—later named 
New York—by 1644 to justify their request 
for a Lutheran pastor. In 1657 a pastor 
was sent to them, but the Dutch governor 
refused to allow any excepting Reformed 
services, and sent him back home. In 1665 
the English took over the government and 
Lutheran worship was permitted. 

The Swedes settled in large numbers 
along the Delaware about 1637 and founded 
strong churches. Unfortunately, they were 
not supported by their homeland, and 
these churches went over to the Episcopal 
Church. Two of these churches, actually 
built by Lutherans, are still standing—Holy 
Trinity in Wilmington, Del., and Gloria 
Dei in Philadelphia, Pa. In 1734 the Salz- 
burgers sought refuge from Roman Cath- 
olic persecution in their homeland and set- 
tled near Savannah, Georgia. 

Religious wars were raging in Europe in 
the beginning of the eighteenth century 
and thousands upon thousands of Ger- 
mans emigrated to America. Often a whole 
congregation moved with its pastor. Many 
settled in the Hudson and Mohawk val- 
leys in New York State and in still larger 
numbers in Pennsylvania. From’ southern 
Pennsylvania they drifted on down the 
Shenandoah Valley into the Valley of 
Virginia and met other lines of emigration 
coming up from the ports of Charleston 
and Savannah. Very early in Colonial his- 
tory our Lutheran forefathers were taking 
a leading part in American life. 
Organizing the Church ; 

The great name of early Lutheran his- 
tory in America is Henry Melchior Muh- 
lenberg. He had volunteered as a young 
German pastor for missionary work in 
India. Instead, the call came from Amer- 
ica, and he entered the port of Charleston, 
S. C., in 1742, and went to Philadelphia in 
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the same year. From Philadelphia he car- 
ried on a ministry that touched practically 
every Lutheran settlement in the colonies. 
He was gifted as an organizer. His mis- 
sionary zeal was unquenchable. He under- 
stood the people with whom he worked 
and coupled a great amount of patience 
with understanding. 

In 1748 the first synod was formed in 
Philadelphia. “The Pennsylvania Min- 
isterium.” Thus it receives its right to be 
called “The Mother Synod.” The other 
early synods were the New York Minis- 
terium, 1786; the North Carolina Synod, 
1803; the Synod of Ohio, 1818; the Synod 
of Maryland and Virginia, 1820. 

In addition to great numbers of Ger- 
mans emigrating to America there were 
many Scandinavians, also Lutherans. As 
our frontiers moved to the west, increasing 
numbers of these fine, industrious Lu- 
theran people came to take up the land. 
But these little groups of first settlers 
have grown into a mighty throng, with 
more than 5,000,000 members in our Lu- 
theran churches in America. Of these 
about one-third are members of the United 
Lutheran Church while the rest are in 
other general bodies. 


Divisions and Mergers 

Lutherans have a reputation for stub- 
bornness of opinion. The result has been 
separation into many synods. Today the 
drift is toward mergers. There is full co- 
operation by two-thirds of our American 
Lutherans in the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil. Récent action by this body looks to 
even closer unity in missions and welfare 
work. The other one-third represents the 
Missouri Synod, which also is.seeking bet- 
ter understanding with the rest of us. 

* * * 


To Leavers: Topic date, June 11. Refer- 
ences: A Lamp of Burnished Gold, by Dr. 
Paul Krauss, Chapter 4; and The Lutheran 
Handbook, Chapter 3. Next topic, Winning 
the Unchurched. 
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BOOKS 


This is Not the Book of the Month 


The Fall of Christianity. By G. J. Heering. Fellowship Publications. 243 pages. $1.50. 

Is THIs the hour for a treatise on Christian pacifism? At least there is earnestness 
for peace today. And E. Stanley Jones in his Foreword thinks the time has come for 
Christianity to disentangle itself from imperialism and war. 

Professor Heering of the University of Leyden wrote this book between the wars, 
and it is a factual work, academic rather than persuasive. The book seems badly 


“dated” with its insistence that the 
churches support the Kellogg Pact and the 
League of Nations. Also the pacifistic 
argument seems a little unrealistic in the 
light of actual war. Professor Heering does 
not present a thoroughgoing analysis of 
his problem. For example, he does not 
come to grips with such crucial issues as 
these: 

1. How can a Christian refuse to help 
his nation in time of war without, helping 
the enemy by his refusal? 

2. How can the pacifist adopt a con- 
sistent attitude toward coercion in various 
spheres of life, as the family, school, city, 
nation and world? 


Yet this little book has a real message 
for the churchman. Its documented evi- 
dence showing the pacifism of primitive 
Christianity is a great challenge to modern 
Christians who so readily pray and fight 
for victory—for whichever state they hap- 
pen to be living in. 

Also arresting are the presentations of 
Luther’s, Calvin’s, the Roman, and the 
idealistic “solutions” of the problems. The 
“solutions” as presented scarcely offer ra- 
tional peace of mind but they may help to 
stir in the reader a spiritual restlessness 
about this great imperative in Christian 
ethics. Gerorce B. ARBAUGH. 


Biography 


Frederick Bohn Fisher: World Citizen. By 
Welthy Honsinger Fisher. Macmillan. 257 
pages. $2.50. 

WettHy HoNsINGER FIsHER, the author, 
was in early life the principal of the Bald- 
win School for Girls in Nanchang, China. 
During World War I she left China to 
serve with the army in France. Later she 
married Bishop Frederick Fisher of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. It is their life 
in India, and their world-wide travels, 
which the author describes in her book. 

It is a most readable book with a wealth 
of information and interest regarding 
Bishop Fisher, his life, his views, his work 
at home and abroad. Without doubt Bishop 
Fisher was an unusual character. His dra- 
matic rise from an obscure missionary to 
a leader in American Protestantism, elected 
Bishop at the age of thirty-eight years, at- 
tests to this fact. The book is not essen- 
tially Methodist; neither -was the bishop. 
“World Citizen” characterizes well his 
thinking and action as reviewed by the 
author. ALFRED O. FRANK. 


Influence of Revivals 


Revivals in the Midst of the Years. By Ben- 
jamin Rice Lacy, Jr. John Knox Press. 167 
pages. $1.50. 

Tus treatment of the revivals in the 
American churches relates mainly to the 
influence exerted upon the Presbyterian 
Church in.the South. Topics chiefly dis- 
cussed are the Great Awakening in the 
Eighteenth Century, the Revival of 1800, 
and the Revival in the Confederate Army. 

Doubtless the discussion of the revival 
in the Confederate Army is new to many 
students of American Christianity. 

The author draws several definite con- 
clusions: “The Great Awakening of the 
eighteenth century prepared the way for 
Independence and the New Republic; the 
Great Revival of the 1800’s saved the new 
nation from French infidelity”; and “The 
South was sustained through the devastat- 
ing days of Reconstruction by the faith and 
fortitude of men who had received a bap- 
tism of the Spirit while they were passing 
through a baptism of fire.” 

Harry J. KReIDER. 
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Truly a Great Occasion 


Southern Seminary's Graduation Class 


Qualified for Service 


“One of the best yet” might well de- 
scribe the entire commencement program 
of the Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary, Columbia, S. C., with the exer- 
cises taking place May 16 and 17. The at- 
tendance was among the largest in the 
history of the institution. There were nine 
men in the graduating class. 

The graduation service was held in the 
Church of the Ascension Wednesday morn- 
ing. The sermon was delivered by the 
Rev. William E. Eisenberg of Salem, Va., 
pastor of College Church. He spoke of the 
minister as a “Chosen Vessel” in the serv- 
ice of Christ. As a basis and background 
for the message the conversion and call 
of Paul were used, 

P. D. Brown, D.D., of Salisbury, N. C., 
president of the Seminary Board of Trus- 
tees, was liturgist for the service and gave 
the “final word” to the class. He sug- 
gested five important characteristics of a 
gospel minister. “1. Love the Lord. 2. Love 
the Bible. 3, Love the church. 4. Love the 
people. 5. Love the work.” The diplomas 
and degrees were awarded members of 
the class by Dr. E. C. Cooper, president 
of the seminary, assisted by Dr. J. B. 
Moose, dean. 

The public program sponsored by the 
Student’s Mission League was held in the 
Church of the Ascension on Tuesday eve- 
ning, with the message by the Rev. Walter 
T. Nau, pastor of St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, China Grove, N. C. The message 
was based on the missionary courage and 
zeal of Paul. 

At the service Tuesday evening also, 
Mrs. W. J. Moretz of Ehrhardt, S. C., pres- 
ident of the Women’s Missionary Society 
of the South Carolina Synod, presented 
members of the graduating class with cer- 
tificates and pins of life membership in 
the society. These were made possible by 
friends and churches of the young men. 

The annual luncheon of the Alumni As- 
sociation was held in the séminary dining 
hall Tuesday, the chief address being de- 
livered by Dr. George J. Gongaware of 
Charleston. He gave an interesting outline 
of the “French Protestant Huguenot 
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Church in America.” The last remaining 
church of this group is located in Charles- 
ton. Dr. Gongaware has been serving it 
for the past two years. 

The toastmaster for the luncheon was 
Dr. S. W. Hahn of Concord, N. C. The in- 
vocation was by the Rey. Carl B. Caugh- 
man of Columbia, S. C. The anniversary 
message for the “Ten Year Classes” was 
given by Dr. V. Y. Boozer of Leesville, 
S. C., who graduated in the class of 1894; 
“The Life of a Shepherdess,” by Mrs. W. J. 
Moretz; “Convenient Memories,’ by Dr. 
C. K. Bell of the seminary faculty. 

The annual business session of the 
Alumni Association was presided over by 
the Rev. W. G. Cobb of Cherryville, N. C.; 
the Rev. L. O. Dasher, West Columbia, 
S. C., is secretary. The devotions for this 
meeting were led by the Rev. George E. 
Meetze of Columbia. 


The Women's Auxiliary 

The annual meeting of the Women’s 
Auxiliary was held at 10.30 A. M., Tues- 
day, with Mrs. B. T. Bodie presiding. New 
officers for the auxiliary are: Mrs. George 
S. Bowden, Gastonia, N. C., president; Mrs. 
Ed Cave, Columbia, vice-president; Mrs. 
W. H. Bundrick, Columbia, treasurer. This 
group has sponsored a number of improve- 
ments in the seminary kitchen, professors’ 
homes, and grounds. The annual meeting 
of the Board of Trustees was held on Tues- 
day beginning at 10 A. M. 

Members of the graduating class and 
parishes to which they have accepted calls 
are: George S. Bowden, Jr., of Gastonia, 
N. C., to Christ Church, East Spencer, 
N. C.; Flavius L. Conrad, Jr., of High 
Point, N. C., to St. Timothy’s Church, Con- 
over, N. C.; Rufus B. Cuthbertson of Gas- 
tonia, N. C., to St. Paul’s Church, Hamlet, 
N. C.; Jacob L. Lackey of Kings Mountain, 
N. C., to Richfield Parish, Richfield, N. C.; 
F. Curtis Morehead of High Point, N. C., 
until recently considering the chaplaincy 
in the navy, will assume regular parish 
work; Hoke H. Ritchie of Salisbury, N. C., 
to Mt. Pleasant-Mt. Zion Parish, Boone, 
N. C.; George A. B. Sigwald of Charles- 
ton, S. C., to Nativity Church; Spartan- 
burg, S. C.; J. Kenneth Webb of Columbia, 
to St. Jacob’s Parish, Chapin, S. C.; Glenn 
A. Yount of Hickory, N. C., to St. Paul’s 
Church, Startown, N. C. 
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$200,000 Church Plant Dedicated Debt Free 


THERE was joy unbounded when 
Augsburg Lutheran Church of Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C., recently dedicated 
its $200,000 plant debt free with an 
elaborate celebration that included an 


Augsburg Church, Winston-Salem, N. C. 


impressive mortgage-burning cere- 
mony. 

Five ministers and several laymen 
participated in the service, which was 
attended by a large portion of the 
membership and out-of-town guests, 
and a generous number of visitors from 
other denominations. 

Original plans were to burn the 
mortgage just outside 
the main entrance to 
the church. However, 
a downpour of rain 
made it necessary to 
have this in the Sun- 
day school auditorium. 

The pastor, the Rev. 
Ray R. Fisher, pre- 
sided at the service. 
The mortgage was 
burned by H. M. Safrit, 


(Left to right): Dr. John 
L. Morgan, Dr. S. W. 
Hahn, Pastor Ray Fisher, 
Lieut.-Col. John Hall, 
Bishop J. Kenneth Pfohl 
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chairman of the Finance Committee. 
C. M. Miller, chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, presented the key of the 
building to the pastor. The congrega- 
tion then proceeded to the main audi- 
torium of the church led by the min- 
isters and the choir. 

Dr. S. W. Hahn of Concord, N. C., 
who was pastor of Augsburg for seven- 
teen years, including the period when 
the present church was erecied, 
preached the dedication sermon and re- 
viewed the church’s history. He empha- 
sized that, while it is well to recall the 
past.and observe what has been accom- 
plished, this should be done only as it 
serves as an inspiration and incentive 
to look forward and upward. He urged 
the congregation to move forward 3s 
they explored new fields of service. 

Dr. J. L. Morgan, president of the 
United Synod of North Carolina, con- 
ducted the Service of Dedication. 

Dr. J. Kenneth Pfohl, Bishop of the 
Southern Province of the Moravian 
Church, represented the Winston- 
Salem Ministerial Association as well 
as his own denomination, and brought 
greetings. 


Lieut.-Col. John Hall of Newton, 


The Lutheran 


N. C., retired U. S. Army chaplain, 
read the Scripture. 

Special red paraments, the gift of the 
Florence Graeber. Bible Class, were 
used for the first time on the day of 
dedication. 

Lutheranism came to Winston-Salem 
in 1892, when the Rev. W. A. Lutz made 
a survey and found sufficient interest 
to merit organization. Services were 
held in a clubroom. A church was built 
in 1895, and was used until the congre- 
gation outgrew it. The present building 
was completed in 1927. It is of Gothic 
architecture. Native Bald Mountain 
stone was used in its construction. The 
plant is built on three levels, the church 
auditorium, seating 550, the adult Sun- 
day school department and the chil- 
dren’s departments. The educational 
departments feature an auditorium, 
social hall, assembly rooms and twenty 
classrooms. 

Working on the dedication program 
arrangements committee with the pas- 
tor were Mesdames Mary S. Efird, Van 
B. Melchor, B. T. Thompson,, Miss 
Annie Glass Roediger, Messrs. W. N. 
Dixson, Efird L. Hine, C. M. Miller, 
Henderson M. Safrit, and T. L. Stryker. 

In the years while the congregation 
was steadily reducing the church debt, 
it contributed generously to the whole 
program of the church, always meeting 
its apportionment in full and making 
many special contributions to the insti- 
tutions of the church and its program 
at large. Augsburg looks forward to 
rendering an ever-increasing service 
in the Kingdom. A. G. R. 


The Lutheran Pastor and . 
Architecture Discussed 


The Southern Conference of the 
Wartburg Synod met at Trinity Church, 
Golden, Ill., April 18 and 19. Confer- 
ence was opened by President K. Wil- 
liam Braun, with a Communion Serv- 
ice Tuesday evening. The liturgist was 
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the Rev. Roswell E. Aden, Batesville, 
Ind., and the message was presented by 
the Rev. Opal Meyer of Chester, IIl., 
secretary-treasurer of the conference. 
Twelve members of conference partook 
of the Sacrament. 

Wednesday morning Walter E. Kait- 
schuk, S.T.D., of Steelville, treasurer 
of the Wartburg Synod, presented a 
message based on the 100th Psalm. 

The morning- paper was presented by 
Merle W. Boyer, Ph.D., professor of 
psychology, Carthage College, Car- 
thage, Ill. His theme was, “Modern 
Psychology for the Lutheran Pastor.” 
Professor Boyer took the week through 
which the average pastor moves and 
discussed the psychological principles 
involved in dealing with the situations 
that arise in a pastor’s dealings with 
people. This paper was followed by a 
lengthy discussion. 

After a lunch, prepared by the 
Ladies’ Guild of Trinity, conference 
again assembled. The afternoon paper 
was presented by Mr. Theodore Stein- 
meyer of St. Louis, Mo., a member of 
the Commission of Church Architects 
of the Missouri Synod. He gave a re- 
sume of the tendencies in church archi- 
tecture of the past and present. “All 
architecture is modernistic in the period 
in which it is created. Every age has 
produced and left its imprint in the 
buildings it has created,” he said. 

“America has produced no distinc- 
tive architecture,” continued Mr. Stein- 
meyer, “because America is a com- 
paratively new nation and does not 
have a great deal of national back- 
ground and tradition.” 

A discussion concerning the place- 
ment of the choir loft in the arrange- 
ment of the church followed, with many 
variations and other helpful suggestions 
given by Mr. Steinmeyer. 

Much of the success of the confer- 
ence was due to the genial hospitality 
of Pastor Braun and the members of 
Trinity Church. E, A. Storrac. 
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Fiftieth Anniversary of 
Philadelphia Social Union 


Tue fiftieth anniversary of the Lu- 
theran Social Union of Philadelphia, 
Pa., was celebrated Tuesday evening, 
April 18, at the Hotel Warwick. The 
guest speaker of the occasion was the 
Rey. Dr. Ralph H. Long, executive sec- 
retary of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil, whose message on “World Lutheran 
Outlook,” was pregnant with post-war 
conditions in Europe and the respon- 
sibility of the Lutheran Church in 
America to assist in the rehabilitation 
of the spiritual life of the people, the 
reconstruction of the seminaries, the 
furnishing of religious literature, and 
the continued aiding of foreign mission 
fields formerly supported by the Lu- 
theran churches of Europe. 

The toastmaster was the president of 
the Union, Mr, William H. Patrick, Jr. 
The prayer was offered by Dr. William 
L. Stough, a charter member and Eng- 
lish secretary of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. The fifty years of the 
Union’s history was reviewed by Dr. 
Henry G. Deininger; and Mr. Harry 
Hodges, executive secretary of the 
U. L. C. A. Board of Pensions and Re- 
lief, introduced the guests of the eve- 


ning, including the presidents of the © 


Lutheran synodical bodies and confer- 
ences and also the presidents of the 
other Social Unions of the city. 

The Union was organized in St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, May 28, 1894, 
its object being “To promote the gen- 
eral interest of the Lutheran Church 
by encouraging a friendly intercourse 
among its members.” The organizers 
included Hon. William H. Staake, A. C. 
Albrecht, E. August Miller, Esq., J. 
Martin Rommel, George E. Schlegel- 
milch, Esq., Frank A. Hartranft, Wil- 
liam J. Miller, William C. Stoever, Esq., 
Dr. William Ashmead Schaeffer and 
the Rev. Dr. E. E. Sibole. A number 
of these men were also instrumental in 
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forming the Luther League of America 
in 1895. 

The presidents have been: W. H. 
Staake, W. J. Miller, J. Jacob Mohr, 
Henry S. Boner, E. A. Miller, W. C. 
Stoever, Henry G. Deininger, James M. 
Snyder, Harry Hodges, William H. 
Emhardt, Fred W. Bauer, Harvey C. 
Miller, J. Milton Deck, Francis C, 
Leupold, Addison H. Durboraw, Har- 
vey R. Kiefaber, Julius M. Hofstetter, 
Belding B. Slifer, and William H. Pat- 
rick, Jr. 

The Union has served an important 
purpose in bringing the Lutheran 
clergymen and laymen of different 
synodical connections together and into 
a better understanding of each other. 
With an emphasis on the things in 
agreement the Union furthered the 
hope throughout its existence that some 
day we shall have one mighty Lutheran 
body that shall include all Lutherans 
of this great land. 


Golden Jubilee at 


Evansville, Ind. 


Amin gratitude and thanksgiving, St. 
Mark’s Church, Evansville, Ind., held 
its Golden Jubilee April 16-25. The 
congregation, organized in 1894 with 23 
charter members, one of whom, Mrs. 
Herbert Klamer, was in attendance, 
now numbers 340 baptized and 210 
communing members, and has a prop- 
erty valued at $70,000. 

The goal set for the celebration and 
for the year is “family worship in every 
home every day.’ The committee 
firmly believes this to be the secret of a 
strong Christian church and life, and 
its attainment is being earnestly sought. 
In the absence of a pastor, plans were 
made and carried through by a conse- 
crated group under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Clarence Noelting. Before the 
work had progressed very far, all the 
members were participating. The suc- 
cessful prosecution of the work bears 
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testimony to the power of lay leader- 
ship and talent. $2,000 was raised to 
redecorate the church and defray the 
cost of the celebration. 

A confirmation service was held April 
16 with a former pastor, the Rev. 
Ernest Mullendore of Bellefontaine, 
Ohio, officiating. Prayer services were 
held nightly. On April 22, the actual 
date of the organization of the congre- 
gation, a Communion Service was held 
with Dr. G. C. Schaub of Wakeeney, 
Kans., another former pastor, preach- 
ing. April 23, Dr. C. B. Foelsch, pres- 
ident of the Chicago Seminary, was the 
guest preacher, and in the evening the 
Rev. Albert R. Swasko of Valparaiso, 
Ind., pastor-elect of the congregation. 

Speakers at the banquet on Tuesday 
evening were Dr. H. E. Turney, pres- 


ident of the Indiana Synod, and Chap- 
lain L. T. Riley of Great Lakes, a for- 
mer pastor. The following memorials 
were presented to the congregation: a 
silver communion set, organ chimes and 
amplification system, an outdoor bul- 
letin board, a picture for the primary 
department, a receiving bason, purple 
altar paraments, a service flag and sev- 
eral gifts of cash. 

St. Mark’s has ever been mindful of 
the Church at large. The apportion- 
ment in excess of $1,000 has been over- 
subscribed; the congregation supports 
a church abroad in Argentina to the 
extent of $1,000, a native teacher in 
India, and the quotas placed on the 
congregation by the Chureh have been 
met. Pastor Swasko will take up his 
new duties in Evansville in June. 


Donation Day 


“Come to 6950 Germantown Ave., Phila- 
delphia, on June 8 and join in our eighty- 
fifth birthday,” invites the Rev. Walter R. 
Harrison, superintendent of the German- 
town Home for Orphans and Aged. 

Founded in 1859 as a result of the in- 
spiration of Dr. W. A. Passavant and the 
devotion of Mrs. William Ashmead 
Schaeffer and women of Philadelphia and 
vicinity, this Home has reared thousands 
of children and provided comfort and 
peace to many aged. At present the family 
numbers 130 children and 118 aged, cared 
for by a staff of 61. 

The Germantown Home has faced the 
problems for caring for children and aged. 
It is definitely committed to the cottage 
system for children, and to this end has 
erected several cottages, among which is 
the Preuss Cottage housing 20 interme- 
diate boys, giving to them many privileges 
of family life. The atmosphere is no longer 
that of the old-time institution, but rather 
that of a home. : 

Some members of the aged family are 
likewise enjoying cottage life. This is a 
step forward in the care of the aged, for 
it preserves in many respects relationships 
and experiences enjoyed in a normal fam- 
ily life. Others of the guests live in the 
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beautiful and well-equipped J. Henry 
Scheidt Memorial Building, dedicated on 


-the occasion of the eightieth anniversary 


of the Home. Here excellent nursing care 
is provided. This is becoming increasingly 
necessary, because so many applying to- 
day are chronically ill. As the years go by 
many more applicants will be in that same 
category. The Church must provide and 
the Germantown Home will be in the 
vanguard. 


Married Fifty Years 


The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Chauncey R. 
Botsford held a reception at their home in 
Deland, Fla., Sunday afternoon, May 14, 
to celebrate their golden wedding anniver- 
sary. They were married in St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, Washington, D. C., by 
Dr. W. H. Gotwald. 

Mr. Botsford was a printer by trade, and 
was always interested in the work of the 
church, being superintendent of St. Mark’s 
Sunday school at the time of his marriage. 
Later he studied for the ministry and 
served pastorates in Cumberland, Md., and 
at Fellsmere, Deland, and Weirsdale, Fla. 

This summer the happy couple hope to 
retrace their honeymoon trip of fifty years 
ago through the states of New York and 
Connecticut. 
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Pittsburgh Synod 


PROGRESS REPORTED IN THE WEST CONFERENCE 


THE spring convention of the West Con- 
ference was held in Christ Church, Baden, 
the Rev. J. O. Kroen pastor. President 
John Kindsvatter preached the convention 
sermon. 

All officers were re-elected for another 
year: Pastors J. F. Kindsvatter, president; 
C. E. Read, treasurer; and H. F. Miller, 
secretary. 

The following were elected as delegates 
to the United Lutheran Church convention 
next October: Clerical—J. F. Kindsvatter, 
P. W. Seiberling, C. S. Hayner, and F. H. 
Daubenspeck, delegate at large. Lay— 
Hon. George Baldwin, Arthur Martsolf, 
Earl Cummings, and W. B. Ferguson, dele- 
gate at large. 

H. Reed Shepfer, D.D., president of 
synod, and the Rev. Bruce R. Shaffer, 
synodical director of the Lutheran World 
Action appeal for 1944, were present to 
represent the synod. Reports were pre- 
sented by the presidents of the conference 
Sunday School Association, Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, Brotherhood and Luther 
League. 

An outstanding feature of the conven- 
tion was a paper read by John B. Gardner, 
D.D., of Latrobe, on “A Program of Parish 
Catechetical Instruction.” He stressed 
above all else the importance of adapting 
a program of parish education to the needs 
of the particular locality in which it is to 
be used. 


Christ Church, Beaver Falls, Pa., the 
Rev. J. Richard Booth pastor, is conduct- 
ing a campaign to raise $2,000 for cleaning 
and painting the interior of the church. 
Pastor Booth is president of the Beaver 
Falls Ministerial Association. 


Reducing Indebtedness 

St. John’s, East Liverpool, Ohio, the Rev. 
J. F. Kindsvatter pastor, rejoices in be- 
coming debt free. In 1940 the congrega- 
tion had incurred an $8,100 debt for the 
renovation of the church. Of this, $1,100 
remained unpaid at the beginning of 1944. 
Shortly before Easter, one with the inter- 
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est of the congregation at heart informe: 
the pastor that he would contribute $40 
toward the debt if the congregation woul 
assume the responsibility for the re. 
mainder. On Easter more than enoug! 
money was received to free the congre. 
gation from debt. 


Trinity, New Brighton, the Rev. W. H 
Marburger pastor, is beginning to lool 
forward hopefully to the day when it car 
be free from debt. In 1930 a parish houss 
was built at a cost of $65,000. A mortgage 
of $40,000 was placed on this building anc 
through the years this was gradually re- 
duced until $17,000 remained on February 
1, 1944. At that time a plan was institutec 
to be free of debt by the end of 1945. The 
congregation is responding exceptionally 
well. At the same time the congregatior 
is meeting all other expenses and overpay- 
ing its benevolence payments. 


A Church Wedding 

would not ordinarily be recorded in a col- 
umn of this character, but when a churcl 
that is fifty-six years old is the scene of < 
church wedding for the first time, that i 
news. On April 28, 1944, Corp. John R 
Filsinger and Miss Marjorie Bell were 
united in marriage at a candlelight serv- 
ice in the Mt. Pleasant Church of the Chi- 
cora Parish. Pastor L. Paul Mueller wa: 
assisted by W. H. Marburger, a forme: 
pastor of the congregation. The bride i: 
a graduate of Thiel College and Corpora 
Filsinger was a ministerial student at Thie 
College before being called to active duty 


Pastor C. L. Hunt preached his farewel 
sermon at Trinity, Butler, on Easter. He 
has left the conference to become the pas- 
tor of St. Paul’s, Coudersport, in the Nort 
East Conference. He will be succeeded by 
George C. Reese, a graduate of the Phila- 
delphia Seminary who was ordained at the 
convention of the Pittsburgh Synod iz 
Pittsburgh May 24. 


Many of the congregations of the con- 
ference are using The Messenger to kee; 
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in touch with those in the armed services. 
In the majority of congregations, the pas- 
tor writes the letter on the space pro- 
vided, but First Church, Butler, the Rev. 
Paul E. Daugherty pastor, is doing some- 
thing different. The Messengers are ad- 
dressed by a committee and then passed 
around to the members of the congrega- 
tion who are asked to write the letters. 
The purpose of this plan is to have a dif- 
ferent member of the congregation writing 
to each boy every month and has the ad- 
vantage of keeping both the congregation 
and the service people closer together. It 
reminds the folks absent from home that 
the congregation, as well as the pastor, is 
interested in them. 


125th Anniversary at 
Rossville, Pa. 


Tue 125th anniversary of St. Michael’s 
Church, Rossville, York County, Pa., was 
observed with special services May 14-21. 
Special speakers throughout the week 
were: Sister Janet Coiner, deaconess of 
Christ Church, York; Dr. H. F. Baughman, 
Gettysburg Seminary; and Dr. C. P. Wiles, 
editor emeritus of the Parish and Church 
School Board of the U. L. C. A. and pastor 
of the congregation 1896-1901, to whom 
the anniversary booklet is dedicated; the 
Rev. H. O. Harner, Venango, Pa.; the Rev. 
R. S. Shanebrook, Spring Grove, Pa.; the 
Rev. Charles M. Coffelt, Gettysburg, Pa.; 
the Rev. George H. Eveler, Washington, 
D. C.; the Rev. Stuart H. Lengel, Mc- 
Alisterville, Pa.; and Pastor Emmanuel J. 
Hoover. 

The first historical record available has 
to do with the building of a church in 
1819—St. John’s Lutheran and Reformed 
Church. One of the greatest problems 
facing the pioneer Lutheran congregations 
of Pennsylvania was the scarcity of trained 
and regularly ordained ministers, and pas- 
tors of the well-established congregations 
often cared for the younger churches scat- 
tered throughout the rural area. Worship 
services were not held regularly, but great 
importance was attached to the quarterly 
Communion Services. At those times the 
pastors of the older congregations visited 
the younger churches. and administered 
the sacrament and baptized infants. 
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The congregation has had: thirty pastors, 
the first being called in 1837. Twelve years 
later the Lutherans, numbering 200, 
wanted a church of their own and the Lu- 
therans separated from the Reformed con- 
gregation and took the name of St. 
Michael’s. This building, dedicated in 1849, 
is still used as the place of worship, but 
has been enlarged and better equipped for 
its work. The Sunday school, organized 
probably in 1852, has had five superin- 
tendents. The auxiliary organizations of 
the congregation are well organized and 
actively at work for the Church. 


The Rev. Paul C. Empie 


Secretary of Benevolence for the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania for the past three 
years, and assistant director of the Lu- 
theran World Action appeals for 1941 and 
1942, has accepted a call from the National 
Lutheran Council to serve as Assistant 
Executive Director, relieving the Rev. Dr. 
Ralph H. Long of some of his increasingly 
numerous responsibilities. Pastor Empie 
will take office September 1, and will lo- 
cate in the New York area. 

Headquarters of the National Lutheran 
Council are in the Church House of the 
U. L. C. A.,, 231 Madison Avenue, New 
York 16, N. Y. 
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PROGRESS REPORTED IN ALL ORGANIZATIONS 


THE spring convention of the Northern 
Conference of the Illinois Synod met in St. 
Paul’s Church, Nachusa. Pastor Floyd 
Bacon and the secretary of conference, the 
Rev. Martin Kabele, were liturgists. The 
sermon was preached by President Tressler 
Bolton. 

An address was given by Dr. Erland 
Nelson, president of Carthage College, on 
“A New Day for Christian Education.” 
Pastors Arthur M. Neumann and Floyd 
Bacon were nominated to serve on the 
Board of Nachusa Home for Children. 
Reports were given by Dr. Armin G. Weng, 
president of the Illinois Synod; Dr. Nel- 
son, Carthage College; Supt. L. F. Weihe, 
Nachusa Home; Albert H. Keck, Jr., Chi- 
cago Seminary; the Rev. Luther Mueller, 
Lutheran World Action; the Rev. George 
J. Curran, synodical Mission Pastor; and 
E. A. Anderson, Pension Committee. 

A guest of conference was Chaplain 
Howard K. Hilner of Camp Grant, who 
was formerly pastor of Zion Church, 
Meyersdale, Pa. 

Nominated as delegates to the U. L. 
C. A. convention are: Pastors A. H. Keck, 
Jr., and Tressler S. Bolton. Lay: A. L. 
Scheinamon and Grover Erdmeier. 


Splendid Reports from the Women 


The twenty-fourth ‘annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
conference was held in the First Church, 
Mt. Carroll, Il., Dr. K. K. Olafson pastor. 
The theme, “But One Thing Is Needful,” 
formed the basis of the devotions led by 
Mrs. A. H. Keck of Sterling. Greetings were 
brought by the vice-president, Mrs: O. G. 
Beckstrand of Rockford, and by Mrs. I. W. 
Bingaman, president of the Illinois Synod’s 
Women’s Missionary Society. 

Splendid reports were given by the of- 
ficers, and by Mrs. Martin Wall on “Mis- 
sionary Interests,” and Miss Jane Norberg 
on “Our Promotional. Department.” A 
memorial service was conducted by Mrs. 
Vaughn Gaar for seven members and one 
pastor who died during the year. “Strength 
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for the Weak in China,” was the subject 
of Miss Erva Moody’s address, and “En- 
listed for Christ,’ by Sister Mildred 
Winter, field secretary for the Board of 
Deaconess Work. The president spoke on 
“Our Opportunities.” 

Officers elected for the coming year are: 
President, Mrs. George Teets, Milledge- 
ville; vice-president, Mrs. Martin Wall, 
Rockford; recording secretary, Mrs. B. C. 
Rose, Mt. Carroll; treasurer, Mrs. Leslie 
Price, Lena. 


The Conference Congress 


was held in Trinity Church, Mt. Morris, 
the Rev. Arthur M. Neumann pastor. Miss 
Pauline Stengle presided, and the guest 
speaker was Miss Erva Moody, a re- 
patriate from China. Other speakers were 
Miss Karen Anderson and Sister Mildred 
Winter. : 

Officers elected for the coming year are: 
President, Miss Pauline Stengel, Mt. Mor- 
ris; vice-president, Miss Irma Gronberg, 
Rockford; secretary, Miss Marian Yetter- 
berg, Rockford. 


Nachusa Home for Children 


celebrated its fortieth anniversary May 6. 
When the Home was opened six children 
were admitted; latest reports indicate that 
there are 79, more than its normal. ca- 
pacity. The Home is seriously affected by 
the manpower shortage. Supt. LeRoy 


*Weihe will be pleased to hear from women 


who can serve as matrons. 


Dr. T. B. Hersch was installed as pastor 
of the Lutheran Church at Forreston, IIl., 
by Dr. F. M. Keller. The parsonage has 
been redecorated and the interior of the 
church will soon be renovated. 


A Worthy Servant 


Lodema E. Wener, charter member and 
outstanding servant of Holy Trinity 
Church, South Bend, Ind., passed to Eter- 
nal Life April 25 at her home in South 
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Bend. Born in LaPaz, Ind., November 18, 
1872, she gave the best years of her life 
to the service of Holy Trinity Church, 
meriting the title of the congregation’s 
‘unofficial deaconess.” She helped organize 
almost every organization of the congrega- 
tion and served each one officially for 
many years. She was a delegate many 
times to district, state and national con- 
ventions of the Church, and yet always 
carried on her work and bore her honors 
with a humble and unselfish spirit. When 
declining health in recent years limited 
her outside activities, she made her home 
a home for the aged and friendless. 

As a fitting perpetuation of her devoted 
life she left her estate to be divided equally 
between her home congregation, Chicago 
Lutheran Theological Seminary and Mul- 
berry Home. R. H. Dave. 


Church Filled at Anniversary 


Memeers of St. Paul’s Church, Glenside, 
Pa., filled every available seat on April 23 
during the service commemorating the 
fortieth anniversary of the dedication of 
the church. During the church school 
hour the newly acquired parish house was 
dedicated. 

At the festival service the enlarged and 
newly decorated church was rededicated. 
The pastor of St. Paul’s is the Rev. Dr. 
Robert Hershey. 

Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, Secretary of 
Promotion of the United Lutheran Church, 
preached an inspiring anniversary sermon, 
using as his scriptural basis the story of 
the Transfiguration. “It is in high mo- 


ments, such as these,” he said, “when we 
are lifted out of ourselves and that we 
glimpse a bit of the divine effulgence, that 
we receive power. This power is not to be 
dissipated in talk, but is to be channeled 
for the motivation of Christian living. A 
boat which spends all its steam on the 
whistle doesn’t get anywhere; a boat which 
gets somewhere doesn’t need to blow its 
whistle.” 

As part of the anniversary program, the 
parish received into its fellowship fifty- 
two new members. 
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amma Divinity School 


The Theological Seminary of 
Wittenberg College 
For catalog and information address - 
Dean E. E. Flack, Th.D., D.D., Springfield, O 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


Means Fall Employment for College and High 

School Graduates who train The Columbia way as 

Typists and Pods Rela Announcement on request. 
Ss. 


. FUNK, Ph.D., ae 
Cotnptia 


Hagerstewn, Md. 


Why Choose a Junior College? 


@ Because young people need personal at- 
tention from the ages of 15 to 19, the 
Junior College years. 


Because graduates of a Junior College are 
well prepared to take up specialized work 
of a College in the third year. 


Because the Junior College is able to 


earry on Christian education unhampered 
by the necessities of war. 

Because at MARION COLLEGE, Marion, 
Virginia, girls can have two years of col- 
lege work, who cannot take a full four- 
year college course. 


Address 


REV. HENRY E. HORN, President 
BOX K, MARION, VA. 
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Erie Church Burns Mortgage 


Sunpay, May 7, Luther Memorial Church, 
Erie, Pa., E, Maclay Gearhart, D.D., pas- 
tor, burned the $100,000 mortgage on their 
church. H. Reed Shepfer, D.D., president 
of the Pittsburgh Synod, delivered the ser- 
mon. Others who participated in the cere- 
mony were: Mr. Earl B. Brown, treasurer 
of the congregation, who delivered the 
mortgage to Mr. Austin J. White, lay pres- 
ident. Mr. White handed it to Mrs. Clara 
M. Willis, the oldest living active mem-’ 
ber of the congregation, who held it while 
Master John S. Crouch, grandnephew of 
Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Mosher, whose fine 


WANTED 


An experienced Case worker with supervisory 
and organizational ability. Commensurate re- 
muneration; excellent opportunity. State ex- 
perience and give references. Rev. F. R. Stone- 
burner, B.D., Superintendent, Lutheran Inner 
Mission League, 201 Commercial Street, Dayton 

io 


“ohe 
Lutheran Theological Seminary 


At Philadelphia 


(MT. AIRY) 
Luther D. Reed, President 
The Seminary is on a twelve-month sched- 


ale for the duration of the war. 
Terms begin: March 1, July 1, and Nov. 1. 


Students may enter at the beginning of 
any term. 


Graduate School on normal schedule, will 
open Aap aes 1944-45 session, October 12, 
a 


For Seog! and information address 
Frederic W. Friday, Registrar 


in Virginia 
Offers A.B. and B.S. degrees. 

Prepares for the study of law, business 
administration, medicine, dentistry, phar- 
macy, laboratory technology, library sci- 
ence, social service, and theology. Co- 
educational. Accredited. More than 100 
years of distinguished service to Church 
and Nation. Scholarships. 

In the Virginia tradition, this old Lu- 
theran college offers the highest academic 
hospitality to ambitious students. 

CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 
Salem, Virginia 
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bequest greatly assisted in clearing the 
debt, lighted the flame. 

Mrs. Willis was born the year Luther 
Memorial was organized, was one of the 
first infants baptized into membership, and 
through the entire life of the congrega- 
tion has been an active and zealous worker. 

The congregation now plans extensive 
additions to their edifice and has already 
started a fund for that purpose. : 


Anniversary Marked by 
Debt Liquidation 


Immanuel Church, Meriden, Conn., cele- 
brated its fifty-fiftth anniversary May 7 
with a service in which three of the for- 
mer pastors participated—the Rev. W. 
C. H. Tappert, Dr. C. R. Tappert, and Dr. 
Paul A. Kirsch. The appeal for $20,500 
necessary to liquidate the debt was over- 
subscribed, and to date $17,500 has been 
paid in cash. The Rev. G. A. Hagedorn is 
the present pastor. 

The first pastor was the Rev. E. Witt- 
man, The second pastor, Dr. C. R. Tappert 
of Philadelphia, editor ‘emeritus of the 
Lutherischer Herold, built the first church 
and was pastor for fourteen years. He 
led the congregation through its formative 
years. This church was destroyed by fire 
in 1917. The present building was erected 
under the pastorate of Dr. Kirsch. The 
Rev. W. C. H. Tappert reduced the in- 
debtedness of the church by $25,000 in his 
four-year pastorate. The next pastor, the 
Rev. E. W. Hammer, resigned in 1943 to 
become a chaplain in the Navy. 

Four of the charter members are still 
living. 


Personal 


William 'G. Boomhower, D:D., who com- 
pleted the third year of his pastorate at 
the Church of the Atonement, Oneonta, 
N. Y., in April, has accepted the call of 
St. Paul’s Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., to be 
their pastor. He began his new duties 
May 1. 

Pastorates served by Dr. Boomhower 
are Cobleskill, N. Y.; Jersey City, N. J.; 
Temple Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; and 
Oneonta. 

Although Dr. and Mrs. Boomhower will 
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FOR LUTHERAN YOUTH Sl RESSING 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


|. Christian experience and character 
2. Culture and refinement 
3. Thorough training for life work 


| A strong Christian faculty—accreditment by North-Central Association for past 28 years— 
| r - Thousands of former students now serving in important positions. 


Degrees: B.A., B.S., B.Mus. 
Business Administration 
Teacher Training 


Home Economics (for Smith-Hughes teaching) 


Music—including radio training 
Physical Education 

Physical Sciences (5 major fields) 
Social Sciences 

Humanities 


Basic preparation for: 
Agriculture 
eee, 

gineering 
Law 
Medicine 
Nursing 
Social Service 


Library 
Theology 


i COSTS—VERY REASONABLE. 
Under new plan, four-year courses can be completed in three calendar years. 


Write 


ERLAND NELSON, President 


CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 


be in Brooklyn for the month of May, they 
will keep their home in Oneonta until 
September and occupy it for the summer 
months. 


The Rev. John A. Ritchie has resigned as 
pastor of the Corydon Parish of the In- 
diana Synod and accepted a call to St. 
Paul’s Church, Milan, Ind., effective June 
first. 


The Rev. John H. Schmidt of the Syra- 
cuse-Cromwell Parish of the Indiana 
Synod has resigned and accepted a call 
to a Presbyterian Church in Chicago, The 
resignation became effective May 1. 


Tue tenth anniversary of the ministry 
of the Rev. Arthur M. Simonsen, pastor of 
Redeemer Church, Des Moines, Iowa, and 
the second anniversary of the church were 
celebrated May 6 and 7. At the potluck 
‘fellowship supper which began the cele- 
bration Dr. W. H. Blancke, of Newton, 
senior pastor of the Iowa Synod, who sup- 
plied the pulpit in 1942 preliminary to the 
congregation’s organization, was the guest 
speaker. 

During the two years of this church’s 
life 196 new adult members have been re- 
ceived, bringing the present membership 
to 323 baptized and 220 confirmed mem- 
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sBIBLE 


Bible Lotto 
Bible Quotto 
Bible Rhymes 
Bible Books 


An Enjoyable Method of 
Imparting Bible Knowledge 
to Groups of All Ages 


Attractively Boxed 


Published by 


Goodenough & Woglom Co. 
296 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


Also obtainable from 
Religious Supply Houses. 
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Books 


PARISH PRACTICE 


Just off the presses is this timely and 
vital work by Paul J. Hoh, directed 
toward pastors and others interested 
in church administration. It treats 
virtually every phase of parish admin- 
istration accurately, profoundly and 
with warm understanding, basing its 
practical aspects on actual experience. 
Price, $2.50. 


CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE 


This book, by Earl S. Rudisill, came 
from the press in March. In it the 
author emphasizes the Christian Fam- 
ily as a primary factor in Christian 
living and in so doing answers the 
challenge which these times have 
thrust at the Christian way of life. 
Authorized by the Parish and Church 
School Board as a suitable elective 
for adult study groups. Price, 30 cents. 


A HISTORY OF 
CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 


J. L. Neve and O. W. Heick here give 
a study of real importance for theo- 
logians or pastors. The work, by these 
two specialists, answers an urgent 
need since older materials are no 
longer adequate. Vol. I, published last 
fall, covers the post-apostolic era down 
to the 18th century. It is priced at 
$3.00. Vol. II, now in the printer’s 
hands, completes the study down to 
the present day. 
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bers. The congregation worships in a hall, 
but equipment has been secured to give 
it a churchly appearance. 

One factor that brings real joy to the 
hearts of the members is that the church 
has been able to meet all its financial ob- 
ligations and has never received any as- 
sistance from the Board of American Mis- 
sions or the Iowa Synod. A parish worker 
in the person of Mrs. Esther H. Latimer 
is a member of the staff, and her worth is 
demonstrated in the wonderful growth that 
the church is experiencing. 


SYNODS 


The eighty-second annual convention of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada will be 
held in St. John’s Church, Ayton, Ontario, June 
6-9, the Rev. F. W. Haak pastor. Opening Serv- 
ice with Holy Communion, Tuesday, June 6, at 
8.00 P. M. Ayton may be reached by ‘the 
C.N.R. C. H. Little, Sec. 


The sixteenth annual convention of the 
Florida Synod will be held at St. John’s Church, 
10th and Silver Sts., Jacksonville, Fla., C. F. H. 
Krueger, D.D., pastor, June 12-14. Opening 
session, the Communion Service with sermon 
by the president Monday, at 8.00 P. M. 

The synodical banquet in charge of the 
Women’s Missionary Society will be held Tues- 
day, June 13, at 7.30 P. M. 

Robert E. Van Deusen, Sec. 


The one hundred twenty-fifth annual conven- 
tion of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the 
State of Maryland will be held at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa., May 31 
and June 1. Opening session May 31 at 8.30 
A. M. J. Frank Fife, Sec. 


The fifty-fifth annual convention of the Synod 
of the Midwest will be held May 31-June 4 in 
St. Mark’s Church, Bloomfield, Nebr., the Rev. 
H. O. Rhode pastor. Synod will open Wednes- 
day evening, May 31, with the Service of Holy 
Communion. The Rev. Herman Goede, aes 
ident of synod, will preach the sermon. 

Lorin John Wolff, Sec. 


The sixteenth annual convention of the United 
Lutheran Synod of New York will be held at 
First Lutheran Church, 646 State St., Albany, 
My Y., Chalmers E. Frontz, D.D., pastor, June 
5-8. 

Synod will open with the Communion Service 
and sermon by the president at St. John’s 
Church, 160 Central Ave., Albany. Wednesday, 
June 7, at/8.00 P. M., the Ordination Service 
will be held at St. John’s Church. Business ses- 
sions will be held daily at 9.00 A. M. and 2.00 
P. M., at First Lutheran Church, Albany. 

All candidates for ordination and members 
of other synods desiring to become members 
of the New York Synod will correspond with 
the chairman of the Examining Committee, the 
Rev. Walter es aCe, 95 Mead St., Hemp- 
stead, L. I., N. Paul C. White, Sec. 


The sixty-ninth annual convention of the 
Wartburg Synod will be held June 6-8 in St. 
Paul’s Church, Chicago, IIll., the Rev. E. Schmidt 
pastor. Opening session Tuesday evening with 
the Service of Holy Communion. President 
R. R. Belter, D.D., will preach the sermon. 

William W. Roth, Sec. 


The Lutheran 


leno Rhyne College 


(Co-educational) 
HICKORY, NORTH CAROLIN A 


Owned and controlled by the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of North Carolina . . . Fully accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
A.B. and B.S. degrees . . . Pre-professional, teachers’, busi- 
ness administration, and music courses . . . Expenses, $400 
to $450 .. . For information and catalogue, write 


P. E. MONROE, President 
LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE — HICKORY, N. C. 


Daniel Efird Rhyne 
Administration Building 


Summer Term Begins June 5. 
Fall Term Begins September 5. 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


The sixteenth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod of 
Florida will be held in St. John’s Church, 
Jacksonville, Fla., C. F. H. Krueger, D.D., pas- 
tor, June 12-14. The convention will join with 
the meeting of synod for the Service of Holy 
Communion on the evening of June 12. 

Mrs. Thos. J. Daly, Sec. 


NEW YORK SYNOD’S BROTHERHOOD 


The convention of the Brotherhood of the 
United Lutheran Synod of New York will be 
held at First Lutheran Church, 646 State St., 
Albany, N. Y., Dr. Chalmers E. Frontz pastor, 
beginning with an inspirational service Sunday 
evening, June 4, and continuing with business 
sessions June 5 at 10.00 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. 
and on June 6 at 11.15 A. M. Communications 
should be sent to the secretary of the Brother- 
hood, Mr. Edward Zehr, 110-02 201st Street, 
St. Albans, L. I., N. Y. 

Paul C. White, Synodical Secretary. 


OBITUARY 


W. C. Wolfsdorff, D.D. 


In the early hours of April 30 the earthly 
pilgrimage of a faithful servant of God came 
to a sudden end at the hospital in Shiner, Tex. 
The beloved Senior Pastor of the Texas Synod 
had made plans April 25 to ride with President 
Bechter to Houston to attend the annual con- 
vention of synod. But on April 27 he had to re- 
pair to the hospital, suffering with high blood 
pressure. He held his own there for two days 
and then heart failure made an abrupt end of 
a fruitful life. 

Wilhelm Christian Wolfsdorff was born May 
4, 1866, at Ibbenburen, Westphalia, Germany, 
the first child of Robert Theodor Wolfsdorff and 
Charlotte Wilhelmine Berger-Wolfsdorff. Shortly 
after his birth he was brought to the village 
church for Christian baptism. While he was 
still a young child his parents moved from 
Westphalia to Veendam in Holland. There he 
attended the public schools and went to the 
Lutheran Church for catechetical instruction. 
He was confirmed by Pastor Bleeker, to whom 
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he became deeply attached, and under his in- 
fluence a deep desire to become a_ pastor 
matured. 

At the age of twenty-four years he entered 
the theological school, St. Chrischona, near 
Basel, Switzerland. At the end of the four-year 
course he was assigned to do work in the Lu- 
theran Church in Texas. October 4, 1894, he 
appeared before the examining committee of 
the First Evangelical Lutheran Texas Synod, 
and upon their recommendation was ordained 
to the ministry. 

Pastor Wolfsdorff served as supply pastor for 
a short time at Grace Church, San Antonio, 
and the Philadelphia Church at Swiss Alps, 
Texas. Holy Cross Lutheran Church at Yoakum, 
Texas, a newly organized congregation, ex- 
tended a call to him as their first full-time 
pastor. He accepted this call and preached his 
first sermon in his new field of labor on Christ- 
mas Day 1894. He continued to serve this charge 
for more than twenty-seven years. 

In 1921 he succeeded in uniting two congre- 
gations in Shiner and accepted the call to be- 
come their pastor. Here he served for two and 
a half years. He relinquished the work at 
Shiner to seek recovery of his wife’s health in 
Holland. After ten months abroad they re- 
turned to their beloved Texas much improved 
in health. Again Pastor Wolfsdorff served as 
supply pastor in the Goliad-Inez-Tivoli Parish 
for several months. In the late summer of 1924 
St. Andrew’s congregation at Weesatche called 
him, and he served them as pastor for nearly 
ten years. In May 1934 he retired from the 
active ministry and they moved to Shiner to 
make their home near their many friends. 

Thus closed forty -years of faithful service 
in the ministry. Pastor Wolfsdorff was obedient 
to the immediate call of Christ to be His wit- 
ness, and it is not irreverent to apply to him 
what is said of the Master Himself: He was a 
faithful and true witness. 

Dr. Wolfsdorff was united in holy wedlock 
October 17, 1895, with Miss Arendine van der 
May (from Holland). In every sense of the 
word she was truly a helpmeet for him. This 
happy union was broken November 23, 1937, by 
the death of Mrs. Wolfsdorff. 

Pastor Wolfsdorff is survived by two brothers 
and two nephews in Texas, and two sisters at 
Veendam, Holland. J. C. A. Pfenninger. 
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Vacation CHURCH SCHOOL NEEDS 


HANDWORK 


Handwork is essential in the Vacation Church School. 
Cut-outs, coloring books, pictures, scissors, plastic clay, 
poster materials—everything you will need for a success- 

ful vacation school—is listed in Catalog No. 74, sent pas- 

tors and superintendents in 1942, and a supplement Cata- 
log No. 74-H, which will be supplied on request. Ask for 
circulars listing new items not mentioned in these catalogs. 


AWARDS 


Literature and novelty items suitable for awards or gifts 
to Vacation Church School pupils are listed in GIFT 
SUGGESTIONS CATALOG No. 79 and its 1944 supple- 
ment. These catalogs are in the hands of all pastors and 
Sunday school superintendents who will share them with 
others. Copies will be supplied on request. Consult also 
advertising sections of THE AucsBurRG TEACHER for 1944. 


SUPPLIES 


Certificates help make permanent the experience chil- 
dren have gained in a Vacation Church School. We have 
a fine assortment of certificates which will please the 
pupil on graduation day. To those in charge of records 
we offer enrolment and attendance cards as aids in keep- 
ing data on achievement and attendance. 
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